
Vlaicu Crișan: What is expected from an “original” chess composition? 

 

Chess is a game full of creativity and strategy. But did you know that people also create their 
own chess puzzles and problems? These are called chess compositions! A chess composition is a 
carefully designed task that follows special rules. It aims to surprise and challenge those who 
attempt to solve it, or to delight those who analyze the solution. 

To be considered "original," a chess composition must be unique and creative. It should not 
copy already known ideas. Instead, it should introduce something new—maybe a novelty in 
presenting and old idea, an unexpected checkmate, a clever defense, or a surprising way to use 
a chess piece.  

An original chess composition must also follow the rules. The moves you want to present 
should make sense and shouldn’t have alternatives. Good compositions often have a theme, 
such as a pattern of checkmates or a tricky way to escape danger. 

Finally, a great chess composition should be fun to solve and analyze! It should make others 
think deeply and feel amazed by the answers. Just like in a story or a painting, originality in 
chess compositions makes them exciting and memorable. 

So, if you want to create your own chess composition, remember to be creative, follow the 
rules, and make it enjoyable for others. Who knows? Maybe your creation will become famous 
one day! 
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